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is nearly the sum of the total number of abstracts submit- on the Program Committee. You will judge the quality
of their efforts as the Congress unfolds.ted to the 1999 International Society of Nephrology Con-
gress in Buenos Aires and to the 2000 American Society Thomas E. Andreoli
of Nephrology meeting in Toronto. So, at least quantita- 2001 President, ISN
tively, we have done well. The quality of the meeting, San Francisco, California
of course, will be judged by you. October 13, 2001
Finally, with particular respect to the International
Society of Nephrology, I return to Hamburger’s original
SECRETARY-GENERAL’S COMMENTSview of the International Society of Nephrology as an
elitist organization concerned with the exchange of high It is now 30 months since International Society of
science. The International Society of Nephrology, like Nephrology decided to split the Secretary-General’s of-
all organizations, is a tapestry which has not been and, fice into a headquarters office to be located in the city
I hope, never will be completed. The International Soci- where the secretary-general is located and a Permanent
ety of Nephrology has, without doubt, academic and Secretariat in Amsterdam, where all the long-term docu-
scientific elitism, most importantly through our Con- ments and International Society of Nephrology Archives
gresses, through Saulo Klahr’s stewardship of Kidney are kept. I am pleased to report that this system has
International, and Bob Alpern and Heini Murer’s guid- worked very well, largely through the availability of mod-
ance of the Forefronts in Nephrology series, which have ern communication technology, and thanks to the effi-
brought to nephrology a strong influx of molecular biol- ciency and cooperation of the executive staff in both
ogy and, now, genomics and proteomics. offices, headed by Ms. Ilja Huang. Assignment of various
At the same time, the International Society of Ne- duties to either office is dynamic, depending on the logis-
phrology must be egalitarian, both personally and intel- tics of work burden.
lectually, genuinely global in scope, and prismatic in con- In addition to routine activities, the Secretary-Gener-
tent. And the International Society of Nephrology has al’s office has been engaged in a number of tasks over
come to recognize its responsibility for fostering educa- the past year.
tion, clinical growth, and truly global participation.
Amendment of the International Society ofSome examples of the contributions to these ideals
Nephrology Constitutioninclude the Committee for the Global Advancement of
Nephrology, the so-called COMGAN program, orga- The final version of the Constitution was published in
nized splendidly by Barry Brenner and John Dirks; the Kidney International, and finally ratified in the General
International Fellowship Program, assembled with char- Assembly meeting of October 17, 2001.
acteristic grace and dignity by the late Claude Amiel,
Organization of the elections for counciland which has now provided training for nearly 300 fel-
lows from 55 countries hosted in 16 countries, and all In addition to the conventional on-site and mail ballot,
pledged to return to their native countries; the Renal we have begun to include an option of voting via the
Sister Center Program, initiated in 1997 by Robert Internet (an “e-ballot”). Two thirds of voting members
Schrier, is now directed by Rashad Barsoum and Eber- used the latter channel, which promises to be the pre-
hard Ritz, constitutes 146 Sister Centers involving 89 ferred voting method in the future. Six members were
countries. elected to replace outgoing Councilors, and three addi-
This World Congress of Nephrology also shows that tional vacancies were filled according to the amended
we have become global conceptually. There is something Constitution.
for everyone at this meeting, whether you are a molecu-
Organization of bidding for the 2007 Congresslar biologist, a physiologist, an immunologist, or a clinical
nephrologist concerned particularly with dialysis and Invitation for bidding was sent out to all national soci-
transplantation. I, therefore, believe that our two socie- ety presidents. At an early phase of the procedure, the
ties are moving in the right direction for achieving an Executive Committee decided to restrict the bid to appli-
appropriate balance between academic excellence, clini- cations from Africa and South America, in order to en-
cal excellence, and a genuine world presence. sure adequate global rotation of the Congress. As my
I close by expressing my sincere thanks again to Dr. home country (Egypt) was one of the applicants, it was
Alpern and his colleagues on the Council of the Ameri- decided to request Dr. Jan Weening to take over the
can Society of Nephrology for joining us in this venture, further steps in order to relieve me from any conflict of
and for making a potentially difficult set of arrangements interest. After a series of selection procedures, Egypt
remarkably pleasant. I also thank, with genuine grati- and Brazil were selected as eligible candidates. Both
were invited to make formal presentations in the Counciltude, Qais Al-Awqati, Steve Hebert, and their colleagues
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meeting on October 13, 2001. A decision shall be made World Congress of Nephrology travel grants
after a site visit has been made by a number of Executive A total of 150 travel grants, $1000 US each, were
members. assigned to provide partial support for young investiga-
tors to participate in the Congress. Of these, 120 were
Organization of the International Society of provided by the International Society of Nephrology and
Nephrology promotion drive 30 by the American Society of Nephrology. Abstract
Promotions for the International Society of Nephrolgy submission fees were waived for 80 investigators from
included the preparation of brochures, compact disks, the emerging nations. A record number of applications
video films, banners, plaques, medals, and other assorted was received this year, with an eventual acceptance rate
items. The trend of having adequate representation in all of 35%. Selection was made on the basis of rigid criteria
international, regional, and local meetings was strongly regarding submission of abstracts, age, previous Interna-
supported. An International Society of Nephrology tional Society of Nephrology fellowship, participation in
booth was built for the World Congress of Nephrology, the Renal Sister Center Prioram, and previous exposure
which provided a means of displaying the activities of to society congresses. Applicants from 59 countries were
selected for these grants.all programs and commissions.
Rashad S. BarsoumUpgrading the International Society of
Nephrology Archives
MEMBERSHIP
Upgrading the Archives included the display of photo-
Any member of a national society of nephrology isgraphs and curriculum vitae summaries of all past presi-
eligible for proposal to membership in the Internationaldents, honorary members, and the Jean Hamburger and
Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s officialA.N. Richards Awardees. Four leather-bound books
Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidneywith detailed curriculum vitaes of these members were
International (including all Supplements) for calendaradded.
year 2003 is included in the annual year 2003 dues of
US $150.00. Potential members can secure applicationControl of the Senior Scholarship Program
forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. WilliamDr. Donker from The Netherlands (for upgrading re-
E. Mitch, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,nal histopathology in Indonesia) and Dr. Lieberman
Emory University, Renal Division, WMB Room 338,from the United States (for promoting clinical training
1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checksin Russia) were the recipients of the 2001 grants.
must be made payable to the International Society of
Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA must be paidFellowship Program
through any United States bank.)
Thanks to the new policy of permitting short-term
training on specific topics, the International Society of
MEETINGSNephrology is now able to sponsor 45 to 50 fellows each
year. So far, over 300 fellows from 55 developing nations NephroAsia 2003 will be held August 14–16, 2003, at
have been trained through this program in 16 developed the Suntec International Conventions and Exhibitions
countries. The annual budget of this program is $740,000 Center in Singapore. For further information, contact
US, two thirds of which are provided by International Pauline Loew, Assistant Manager, Marketing Communi-
Society of Nephrology. The remainder of the funds are cations, Strategic Planning and Global Operations, Na-
sponsored by the American Society of Nephrology, the tional Kidney Foundation Singapore, 81 Kim Keat Road,
National Kidney Research Fund of Great Britain, the Singapore 328836. Telephone: 011-63-515 153; Fax: 011-
Japanese Society of Nephrology, The Sheffield Kidney 63-542-707; Web site: www.worldkidneyfund.org
Institute of the United Kingdom, the Fresenius Medical The 10th Anniversary Course of the Budapest Nephrol-
Care Group, Kirin Brewer in Japan, and Biosidus in ogy School, under the auspices of the ISN, ERA, and
Argentina. Negotiations are underway with the EDTA/ EKRA, will be held August 28 to September 2, 2003,
ERA and several other commercial firms to sponsor this at the Semmelweis University in Budapest, Hungary.
program. Participating faculty represent the Nephrology Research
In order to audit the impact of training on home insti- and Training Center, Semmelweis University, Budapest;
tutions, a special poster session was organized in the Worldwide Hungarian Medical Academy; Vanderbilt Uni-
World Congress of Nephrology for fellows to display versity Medical Center, Nashville, TN, USA; University
their research. More than 50 posters were displayed, and of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada; and the Hungar-
the best four were honored and received financial awards ian Kidney Foundation. The registration fee (780 EURO)
includes admission to the teaching sessions, accommoda-generously provided by Fresenius.
